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Local Gouncils in England
Annual return for the year ended
31 March 2008

Local councils in England (Parish Meetings, Parish and Town Councils) with an annual
turnover of e1 million or less must complete an annual return summarising their
annual activities at the end of each tinancial year.

The annual return on the following pages is made up of four sections:

- Sections 1 and 2 are to be completed by the person nominaled by the council.

- Section 3 will be completed by the external auditor,

- Section 4 is to be comp et6d by the council's internal audit provider.

The council must ensure this annual return is approved no later than 31 July 2008.

Please complete al! sections highlighted in greon. Do not leave any green box blank.
Incomplete or incorrect returns may r6quire additional external audit work and incur
additional costs.

Please send the annua return, together with any addltlonal information requested, to your
aooointed ext€rnal auditor,

lf required, your audltor w ll idontify and ask for any documents needed for audit, Unless
requested, please do not send any original fnancia records to the external auditor,

Audited and certified annual returns will be returned to the council for publication or publlc
display ol sections 1,2 and 3.

Guidance notes, including a completion checklist, are provided on page 6 and at relevant
points in the annua return,

It should not be necessary for councis to contact the external auditor or the Audit Commission
directly for guldance.
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Section 1 - Statement of accounts

In completing the boxes below please explain any significant variances on a separate sheet and send
this to the external auditor together with a copy of your bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2008.

(+) Tota other

(-) Stafi cosis

nteresYcap ia
repayments
(-) Tota oth€r
paymenls

(=) Balances
caffied forward

2,?A6 
i thg year on ihe counc l s borrow ngs {f any)

';. 
.t;;."' .ir^u barances and reserv€s at the eno oT rre year.

10 Tota borrowings

I certify that the statement of accounts contained
in this annual return presents fairly the financial
position of the council and its income and
expenditure, or properly presents receipts and
payments, as the case may be, for the year
ended 3'l l\4arch 2008.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer

The council acts as sole trustee lor and is responsible for
managing fal trust fundls]/assets. {Beaders should note that
the figur€s above do not include any trust traflsactions.)

I confirm that these accounts were approved by
the council and recorded as council minute

i is , ,reference

oate i. -

Signed by Chair of meeting approving council's
accounts

disclosure note I /.,/
l
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we acknowledge as the members of Grlrr'foJ ;'1!- etl4,9a;il"t--0;arn!o-uruc
our responsibility for ensuringthat there is a sound system of internal control, including the

Section 2 - Annual governance statement

oreoaration of the statement of accounts. we confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect to the council's statement of accounts for the year ended 31 March 2008' that:

prepared iis statemeni of accounts n the
way prescribed by aw

4 co,rls ar o aJd- q€g-lalo'ls aro o ooel o acjcos

z *e have miintainea in idequate lystem ot niema contro made prope' arrangements and accepted
- 

tiri"t ."*r"ta"signei to prevent ana oetect lraud i Y€A 
responsLbiltv-for saJssuarding ihe public

I t - " money and resources n its charge'
and corruption and r€viewed is effectiveness l : ':l : l: 

*::l:

3 weha,e.J\e ' ldt  €a.onabe sleps to d. ,Lre oJ selves la l  ras o^ly dore i_ i_gs 1at I ' last_elegd
. ' .n" ,"u*"o-r- t" . . " .acrudto.po-e^-a.o1-co-p, ,a1cF 

VEf 
powerro oo ano 'dc "1lo ' -ned 

Lo Lodes

wilh laws, regulatons and cod€s ot practEe whlch colr d /gJ of practice and siandards in the way t has
ry irh laws. reqLbro'-  ano cod€s ororacl |cesSc" coJd t  --  :^:^ ' :^" ' "  """"
_a'e a cigrf ca'll'r drc ar elecL o,r I_e ab I l\ ol lrc counci
.o coad-cl  ls ousr€ts or or l "Ta'ces

4 we have provided proper opportuniy durng the year ior ,r-o h€s durinq the vear gv€n al p€rsons

the exerc se or el€ctors flsnts rn accoroance wth the Yg) '"it*i"9.ll: 9P!"lYijv-I" SPTl^"i9the exerc se ol el€ctors' ghts in accordance w th the 7" J I L erest€o me opponun ty rc frspw' ar ru

6:r"ry':-"1'i:"i"""rtr""!:"i*::::i:i:::","" I l::::::::Ti#:::::::i::ffiT"5 we h;ve carried out an ass€s€ment of the flsks facing the , ,-- cons dered the fnanc al and oiher risks t

counc I and taken appropnu," 
","p",o 

."n"g",n-o"i 
- 

YfS 'faces 
and has dealt wih thsm properly

oou'rul  atu Ld^q L aPP uP'  -  I  - '
rlsks, ncludlng th€ introducUon of internal controls and/or i
erte'1a TsL.afc€ co\er wher€ requ €d

"!€ l^ave ma r .al_eo l_rc-gl^oJl I"€ /ear a' aoeqJale aro a'ralged 'or e (omoetell p€'sor '
eirectiv. system or inrernar aud t or the counc |s €ccolnjf i Vgs il?H,d;i:,T;[:t#Ufl"fi:,lh1lrecords and control sysiems and caftied out a rev!€w or rts : t ' 

ljiii"Trii* i"i ,n"-""eds oi th€ counc I
€ffect veness and €vlewed ihe impact of this wo*'

we have taken appropriai€ action on a I matters ra6ed n v a i h* 
'9tp9"d99 

t: T3t]:T !19:9fl l:]t"
reports from nl€rna and oxtemal auol l I (- - att€ntion by intgmal and exi€rna audjt'

we have consd;red wheih€r any itigation' labLilles or disclosed eveMhng t should rrave anoLrl

commitments, €vents or transaci ons occurrng elthe, 
'. 

tleS is business dunng ihelear ncludlng

dur ng or after the year-end, have a f nanc al impact on ihe / e _ events taking p ace after the year-end if
dJ'fg o" a.Ier Inc yearelo

coLnci and. 
^hFr€ 

apo oorrol6 har'e i'cLded -rc ' r lle

stalement ol accounts, I

s Trust iLrnAs- ln our cipacty as ttre sote minaqnq trusiee i -.- 
has met al o1 ls e'ponsiblliues where it is

we have discharg€d our respons biiiy in relat on to the i 
-- a sole rfanagmg trLrstee of a ocaLtrust or

€.coLnldo i/ -or 'hF 'J_d s' ds_€ls ncldr g _i%ncial

repor ng and, if r€quired, ndepondent examlnation or audt. : l

Signed on behalf of .r''r-t.o^ ---., 
- 

,. .

as council minule reference

oated - ri oi zoo€- I

Signed by:

Signed by:

Chair f -

Clerk
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Section 3 - External auditor's certificate and opinion

Certificate
We certify that we have completed the audit of the annual retum for the year ended 31 March 2008 of

lecTorr u)rTl{ Eaooe.'-'p.J P h{tta,4 COUNCIUI\r'EEIU.lG

Respective responsibilities of the council and the auditor
The council is responsible for the preparation oJ the accounts in accordance with the requirements of
the Accounts and Audit Regulations and for the preparation of an annual return which:
. summarises the council's accounting records for the y6ar ended 31 March 2008; and
. conflrms and provides assurance on those matters that are important to our audit responsibilities.
Our responsibility is to conduct an audit in accordance with guidance issued by the Audit Commission
and, on th€ basis of our review of the annual return and supporting information, to report whether any
matt€rs that come to our attention giv6 cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory
requirements have not been met.

Other matters not atfecting our opinion which we draw to the attention ot the council/meetingr

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

External auditor's signature

External auditor's reoort
(E,€opueFthe-m€#€rc-€pei+od+ebw)* on the basis of our review, in our opinion ths information
contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commisslon's requirsments and no
matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that rElevant legislation and regulatory
requirements have not been met, (*delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

External auditor's name
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Section 4 - Annual internal audit report to

The council's internal audit, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk, carried
out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls expected to be in
operation during the financial year ended 31 lvlarch 2008.

Internal audit has been carried out in accordance with the council's need6 and planned coverage. On
the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this
table. Set out below are the objectives ot internal control and, opposite, are the internal audit
conclusions on whether, in all significanl respects, the following control objectives were being
achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the needs of the council.

A Approprate books ol account have been propery kept throughout the year
g T"e io-_c ts n_arce €9 ia or9 f ave oeer m6l. pa/ments /r'ere srppoied by _vorcps.

expend ture was approvsd and VAT wag appropr aioly accounted for,

C The counc I assess€d the signiticant r sks to achl€ving its objoct ves and rev ewed the
adequacy 0i arrangements to manage thes€,

D The annlalprecept requirement fesulted lrom an adequate budg€tary process! prog€ss
against th€ budget was reguary montoredi and reserves were apprcpriai€.

Expected ncom€ was iu ly rece v€d, based on cofiecl prices, prop€r y recordsd and
promptly bank€di and VAT was appropr aisly accounted for,
;err, cas^ pay-'er rs * ere pop€1y gLpponeo b) rece prs e\ oer d t-€ was apprc,ed
and VAT appropdatey accounted for.

Sa ar es to emp oyees and a lowances to mgmbers wer€ pa d n accordance with counc I
approvas, and PAYE and N requkem€nts were properyappied.

Asset ard r_veslrerrs egrsrers were co-pere a'd acc,€te aro orcoe.v -ai,rrai,reo.
peiooic a_o iej':eio oirk acco-r, 'eco^c i ar ons *e;e p:oper5 canieo out.
iear-e"d acco".rs *ere p€pa€d o. fie co.€cl acco-_r_g bas6 t€ceipts a rd
paym€ntylncom€ and expendturs), agreed with cash book, were supporled by an
adequate audit trai from underyng records, and, where approprate debtors and
cred iors werc orooeTv Tecotded

The councilhas met its resoonsibilities as a trustee.

For any other r sk ar€as ideni fied by the counci (l si any other risk areas
be ow or on seoarate sheets lf needed adeouale controls existed:

Name of person who carried out the internal audit

Sisnature of peEon.who carried out the internat aucit l . {J{pf-i 
Date itii og aa)B
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